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Focus on Medication 
Domain

• Target for 2006
– Nationwide medication information based 

on dispense history.
– E-prescribing is essential in the process.

• Business case
– 90.000 cases of avoidable medication 

errors per year
– Costs of € 300 million per year
– Estimated 1500 to 3000 deaths/annum



The Proces of Prescribing

• Patient contact at Prescriber
– Diagnosis 
– Review of Medication history
– Selection of medication with aid of 

formulary
– Review on contra-indications, 

allergies and interactions
– Issue the electronic prescription 

(generic medicine)
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Requirements

• National IT infrastructure
– Unique patient identification
– Unique care provider identification

• Communication standards E-
prescriptions

• National pharmaceutical product 
classification



The current situation

• 1 National product classification
– G-standard database maintained by Z-

index
• 2 Communication standards (HL7v2 

EDIFACT)

• E-prescribing is common between GP 
and community pharmacies.

• Large gap between 1st line and 2nd 
line care.

• Saturated and pluriform market of IT 
providers



Dutch Regional Healthcare Networks



NICTIZ initiatives
• Set guidelines and build the elements of the 

infrastructure.
• Organize and stimulate collaboration 

between stakeholders.
• Integration of formulary and encyclopedia  

called farmacotherapeutic compass.
• Develop HL7v3 communication standard for 

pharmacy (prescribe, dispense & queries).
• Implement Medication usage review, followed 

by e-prescribing



Questions?

• Information www.nictiz.nl


